Good morning SJS Community,

This morning we held our first lock down drill of the year. This
follows a fire drill last week. We practice these drills to make
sure students and teachers know what to do in case of
emergency. At St.John School, a lock down is called when
there is a danger or threat in the building. Teachers pull the
shades on their doors and lock them. They then move students
to a safe part of the room (typically a corner), away from the
door. Students then remain silent until the end of the drill or
threat. The school is locked down and no one is allowed in or
out. Each classroom also has a go bucket filled with things like
water, doorstops, rope, etc. to use if needed. St. John School
faculty have also been trained in Active Shooter drills and
follow the four L’s - Locate, Lockdown, Leave, Live. This does
mean that if teachers have the opportunity to leave the
building with their students during this time, they should do
so. It also means that as a last resort, you need to do what you
have to do to live. We practice these drills a few times a year,
sometimes with teachers knowing the time (like today) and
other times without them knowing.

Lock down drills can cause anxiety and fear among our
students, particularly our youngest. Teachers have been
talking to students about these drills - why we do them and
how. We want students to be comfortable with these drills as
we practice them with everyone’s safety in mind.

You may hear something from your child about this drill
tonight. Please reinforce the idea that St. John School is a safe

place and that we do these drills to keep it safe and secure.

Thank you and let me know if you have any questions.



Chris



