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Happy New Year!

The 2014-2015 school year is in full swing and preparations are already underway for our Annual Dinner Auction, The St John Gala (formally Rafflemania) to be held this year on March 7th at The Lantana in Randolph.  This event is St. John’s largest fundraiser and last year generated $45,000, which directly benefited the school and our children.  In order for this event to continue to be a success, we need your help.  This year we are hoping for 100% participation from St. John’s families.

The key to the success of this event is solicitation.  The quantity and the quality of the items that we have available to be auctioned is the most important part to the success of the evening.

There are many ways that you can help contribute to its success!
Do you know of or are friendly with someone who works for or owns a business that would be willing to donate an item to be auctioned? Would they want to place an ad in our program book?

If so, would you please contact these people about our event?  At this time, we are also asking families of St. John’s for donations.  The following is a list of items that have been successful in the past:

Airline Miles:  Donate your “frequent flyer” miles for free travel or “points” for gift cards

Vacation Getaways:  Do you have a house or condo in a vacation spot that you would be willing to let someone use, even just for a weekend?  The getaways have been some of our most successful auction items.

Sporting Event Tickets:  Do you or your company own season tickets for one of our local sports teams?  Could you donate tickets to one of the games?
Sports Memorabilia:  Do you have a contact with a sports organization that you could get items autographed by sports celebrities, a behind–the–scenes tour of a local sports complex, or the chance to meet one of the players?  Things that people can’t buy in a store are great auction items.

Theater Tickets or Concert Tickets:  Chances are if you are interested in going to a show, someone else is willing to bid on tickets to the same show.  Would you purchase an extra pair of tickets when you purchase yours so we can auction them off?

Golf Outings:  Do you belong to a private club?  Would you willing to take a group out for a round?

Handcrafted Items or Artwork:  Do you or someone in your family knit, crochet, paint, draw or make craft items?

Services:  Could you offer to be a handyman for a day or cook a special dinner for 4-8 people?  How about gardening work?  Painting?  Rug installation?  Car detailing?  Car - maintenance work?

Theme Baskets:  Whether it’s The Red Sox, Vera Bradley, Patriots, American Girl Doll, Legos, or Wine, make a basket that you think someone would love to bring home.

Gift Certificates:  Next time you are at your favorite store, restaurant, salon, or any spot that has certificates, consider asking them for a donation or purchase one as a donation.

No amount is too small and everything is deeply appreciated!  The committee can combine gift certificates with other donated items to round out an auction package.

Attached is a more detailed “wish list” of items for The Gala.

Any of these suggestions or one of your own will make great items to be raffled or auctioned off the night of the event.  Send or bring your item(s) to the school office.  Mrs. Sullivan has donation agreements to be filled out.  For every $100 you spend, you will receive 5 fundraising hours toward your work credit hours.
All items being donated should be sent into the school by February 13
The preparations for The Gala are well underway.  But in many ways we are counting on you to make it a success!  We are all grateful for whatever you may be able to do!

If you have any questions, please contact:

 Jen Franzosa – sjshasapresidentcontact@gmail.com  or 
 Sarah Keough – sjshasacoordinatorcontact@gmail.com
Sincerely,

The 2015 St John Gala Committee

