
Good	morning	SJS	Community,	
	
This	week	we	are	celebrating	kindness	and	goodness	and	love	at	St.	John	
School.		We	started	AM	Assembly	this	morning	by	introducing	the	week.		We	
reinforced	the	ideas	that	we	(the	individual	we	and	the	collective	we)	are	
good,	kind,	meant	to	serve	and	powerful	in	our	actions.		Every	teacher	was	
given	a	bag	with	many	small	resin	animals	(1,300	in	total	for	the	school)	or	
small	rubber	ducks	(about	100	for	preschool	and	prekindergarten).	This	
week,	they	will	give	them	out	when	they	see	or	hear	of	a	student	being	kind,	
loving,	or	serving.	
	
There	are	numerous	impetuses	for	this	activity.		During	our	first	two	days	of	
teacher	professional	development,	we	all	discussed	ways	that	we	could	
highlight	and	acknowledge	our	students	more	effectively.		This	is	a	start.		On	
Friday	at	Mass,	Tom	spoke	about	good	overcoming	evil	and	us	doing	
something	with	our	goodness.		This	is	a	way	to	do	this.		On	Sunday,	Saint	Carlo	
Acutis	was	canonized.		One	reason	for	his	canonization	was	his	pure	goodness	
and	kindness,	such	as	dedicating	his	resources	to	help	the	poor	and	homeless.		
We	can	follow	this	example.		Also,	with	the	events	of	Minnesota	still	in	our	
minds,	I	previously	challenged	all	of	us,	particularly	our	8th	graders,	not	just	
to	pray,	but	to	be	the	change.		This	is	a	way	to	take	a	little	action.	
	
I	will	leave	you	with	a	simple	activity	we	did	this	morning.		I	had	every	student	
turn	to	a	neighbor	and	perform	the	simplest,	but	maybe	most	powerful	act,	of	
kindness–	to	smile	at	someone.	
	
Here	is	wishing	you	give	and	receive	smiles	today.		This	is	how	we	start	to	
change	the	world.	
	
Oh,	and	don’t	be	surprised	when	small	resin	animals	and	rubber	ducks	come	
home	with	your	child	–	be	proud!	
	
Chris	
	


